A popular Government without
popular information, or the means
of acquiring it, is but a prologue to a
farce or a tragedy; or, perhaps both.
James Madison
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The Life of
the
Party
What’s next for the
TEA Party activists?
By Kenneth M. Braun and
Jack McHugh

A

ccording to one widely relied upon
estimate offered by Americans for
Tax Reform, more than 15,000 Michigan
residents and 268,000 Americans overall
turned out on April 15 at more than
200 rallies across America to express

their frustration with a political class
that is squandering their freedom
and their money and spending them
into unprecedented debt. In front of
Michigan’s state capitol, the attendance
was estimated at 5,000. In the days
since, many of the attendees and rally
organizers have begun to ask what

See “Life of the Party,” Page 4
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Is your business
loved or spurned by
Lansing?
By Kenneth M. Braun
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TEA Parties

oes providing substantial
tax relief create jobs and fuel
economic growth?
As Michigan’s economy
plummets toward a full decade of
job losses, the rhetoric in the state
capitol would lead you to think
that Lansing’s partisan combatants
profoundly disagree regarding the
answer to this question. But they
don’t. The dirty little secret is that
Gov. Jennifer Granholm and nearly
every state lawmaker believe the
answer to be “YES!”
Where they don’t agree is
over what kind of businesses are
worthy of tax relief. Some believe

that government should provide
broad-based tax relief — a fair
field with no favors that fosters an
environment in which everyone
can prosper. But on the other side,
the governor and a large bipartisan
majority of state lawmakers believe
that they are clever enough to
act as central planners who know
which companies and industries
will be most successful and thus
most deserving of special tax
favoritism. This second approach
is the driving force behind most
of Michigan’s current economic
policy.
Exhibit A is the Michigan
Business Tax. During the summer of 2006, a voter-initiated
law was approved by the Legislature that repealed the state’s
dreaded Single Business Tax and
directed the politicians to create
a new tax that was “less costly to
employers” and “more equitable.”
As a replacement, the governor
and the Legislature created the
MBT, which slashed taxes by 97
percent on domestic automakers.

See “Politically Correct,” Page 6

Regulation
Without
Representation
By Russ Harding

M

ichigan’s economy is dragging, and the state is losing
jobs. Some pundits have proposed reductions in Michigan’s
above-average state and local tax
burden, but almost no one has
called publicly for reducing the
damage caused to our economic
climate (and to effective regulatory
practices) by Michigan’s unnecessarily burdensome environmental
regulations.
The Michigan Legislature can
begin to correct the problem
by passing a law that curtails
the Michigan Department of
Environmental Quality’s ability
to issue regulations that are more
stringent than those of the federal
government. Such a law wouldn’t
hurt the environment; in fact, a

See “Regulation,” Page 8
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Escort Service?
Readers React
By Kenneth M. Braun

The first article in our March/
April 2009 issue easily provoked
more responses from readers
than almost any other article yet
published in Michigan Capitol
Confidential. “Escort Service?”
described House Bill 4229,
legislation that proposes to require
state police escorts and a state
flag for the funerals of deceased
lawmakers when requested by the
families of the departed. As part of
our ongoing contest offering prizes
for the most thought-provoking
letters referencing Michigan
Capitol Confidential articles,
many readers sent us copies of
the letters and e-mails that they
directed at lawmakers regarding
this legislation.
The mail that we received was
unanimously opposed to HB 4229.
The e-mail pictured to the right
is from Jim Reb of Auburn Hills,
Mich. Mr. Reb wrote to Rep. Tom
McMillin, R-Rochester Hills, who
co-sponsored House Bill 4229.
(Rep. Fred Durhal, D-Detroit, is
the main sponsor who introduced
the legislation and there were 17
other co-sponsors in addition to
Rep. McMillin.)
Mr. Reb wins the framed
original of the “Mandatory
Pallbearer” Henry Payne editorial
cartoon that adorned the front
page adjacent to the “Escort
Service?” article.

The contest was introduced
with the November/December
2008 issue, following numerous
reports from readers that some
lawmakers had begun to deny
their own legislative records when
confronted by Michigan Capitol
Confidential readers.

We don’t yet have an award for
politicians who have the integrity
to publicly fess up when they think
they’ve made an error, but when
we do we’ll probably call it “The
McMillin.” On this page, please
also note an e-mail that Rep. Tom
McMillin sent to us, wherein he
owns up to his co-sponsorship of
HB 4229, apologizes for it, and
pledges to work for its defeat in the
future.
Special thanks to Mr. Reb
and Rep. McMillin for their roles
in providing this civics lesson

showing how citizens can have influence when they speak up to their
elected officials.
The contest will continue with winners announced periodically in
forthcoming issues of Michigan Capitol Confidential. Entries must be
either a note to a lawmaker or a published letter in a newspaper, and
must also reference the article from Michigan Capitol Confidential.
Subscribers may submit entries to:
Michigan Capitol Confidential c/o Contest
140 West Main Street
P.O. Box 568
Midland, MI 48640
-or- micapcon@mackinac.org
Please remember to include your own name, address and contact
information with the entry. +

Jim Reb

Tom McMillin

HB 4229 Mi Legislative Funeral Act

Funeral Bill

May 15, 2009

May 24, 2009

tommcmillin@house.mi.gov

braun@mackinac.org

Good morning Representative McMillin:
While reading the Michigan Capital Confidential, I came across the front
page article regarding your co-sponsorship of this onerous bill. As
introduced, it would provide a lawmaker or former lawmaker, a state
police escort for the funeral procession, if requested by the family.
The taxpayers would pay for this service. I can see a future headline
now: “In spite of massive layoffs in the State Police force, our officers
are providing useless services to lawmakers in lieu of performing their
regular duties”. Puts a lump in your throat, right? I know it does in
mine.
Understanding that this is a minuscule amount of money when compared
to our structural budget deficits; what concerns me the most is the
thought process and mind set behind this waste of money. This conjures
up certain words such as: entitlement, ego, mental acuity, economic
disconnect, lack of empathy and reality check.
Needless to say, I and all of my bcc’s are also not in favor of this
legislation and we would hope that you rethink your position on this
embarrassing piece of self aggrandizement. One would expect that
legislators who are the second highest paid in nation ($100K with
allowances + benefits) would have more important duties to perform.
Seems to me that you have too much time on your hands.
Thanks for listening
Jim Reb [Address removed] Auburn Hills, MI 48326
[Phone number removed]

I’d like to apologize for co-sponsoring HB 4229, the state police funeral
escort for legislators bill. I don’t think it would be helpful to try to
speculate what I was thinking in co-sponsoring the bill, because it might
seem to try to give excuse to something inexcusable. If this bill comes
to the floor for a vote, I will vote against it, encourage my colleagues to
vote against it and remove my name as a co-sponsor (which can only
be done after passage). I’m very glad there are watchdogs informing
citizens what is going on in Lansing.
Sincerely,
Rep. Tom McMillin

CONTEST WINNER!
Mr. Reb is a winner of the Michigan Capitol
Confidential letter contest and will receive the
framed original of the Henry Payne cartoon
from the front page of the Mar/April 2009
issue. Readers who mention “Michigan Capitol
Confidential” when writing to lawmakers or
newspapers are encouraged to send us their
submissions.

news_
policy_
Michigan Capitol Confidential back issues, more information on this issue,
lawmakers_
and opportunities to discuss these topics with others.
taxes_
votes_
more ........................................... www.mackinac.org/10529
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life of the party

“I do not believe that the
solution to our problem is simply
to elect the right people. The
important thing is to establish a
political climate of opinion which
will make it politically profitable
for the wrong people to do the
right thing. Unless it is politically
profitable for the wrong people to
do the right thing, the right people
will not do the right thing either,
or if they try, they will shortly be
out of office.”
More often than not the most
important effect of an election is
who gets defeated, not who gets
elected. When a politician loses
for “doing the wrong thing” the
incentives change for all of them.

from Page One

comes next, wisely and intuitively
knowing that their impressive
and spontaneous numbers can
accomplish great things but only if
they can translate the emotion into
concrete and calculated action.
Samuel Adams, widely believed
to be the instigator of the Boston
Tea Party, once said that it didn’t
take an activist majority to prevail,
“but rather an irate, tireless
minority keen to set brush fires in
people’s minds.”
Setting brushfires requires
attitude, especially during a time
described by Adams, “when vain
and aspiring men shall possess
the highest seats in Government,
(and) our country will stand in
need of its experienced patriots to
prevent its ruin.”
The following describes an
attitude that, if widespread, would
vastly improve the incentives of
lawmakers to honor the principles
of limited government.

They’re all nice guys, so
get over it and ignore it.
Hold them accountable
for their deeds rather
than their smile. The Tea
Parties were a reaction
against a lot of very nice
guys doing very bad
things.
1. Tea Party activists
aren’t impressed that their
politician is a “nice guy.”
Being likeable isn’t needed for
a person to succeed in America.
An insufferable jerk can build a
billion-dollar corporation from
scratch, employ thousands, save
the whales and cure cancer.
What he can’t do is win
an election. To gain votes in a
democracy a candidate must
be likeable. The reason political
campaigns feature photos of
the candidate’s family and pets
is not because they want voters
to assume that he or she has a
responsible record on taxes and
spending.

Therefore, the last thing that
should ever impress a Tea Party
activist is a politician who’s a “nice
guy.” Simply put: They’re all nice
guys, so get over it and ignore it.
Hold them accountable for their
deeds rather than their smile. The
Tea Parties were a reaction against
a lot of very nice guys doing very
bad things.
2. Tea Party activists don’t
presume virtue in party labels.
Political parties are extensions
of the politicians that they elect.
They are mere instruments to gain
power, not virtuous machines that
exercise that power in noble ways.
Example: During the term of
President Bill Clinton the budget
actually had a brief surplus, while
spending soared under President
George W. Bush. Likewise, while
Michigan Republican lawmakers
boasted of their collective
resistance to the $1.4 billion
income and business tax hikes
passed in 2007, most of them
voted for most of the increased
spending it funded.
There are countless other
examples. An experienced patriot
treats the promises of politicians
and political parties with equal
(and substantial) skepticism. Use
political parties only as tools

toward your ends, not theirs. Your
loyalty is too valuable to sell so
cheaply.
3. Tea Party activists really
know their own lawmakers’
voting records.
If the “nice guys” aren’t a
reliable source for a full and
accurate picture of their records,
and the party label doesn’t do it
either, then experienced patriots
need to find this information on
their own.
At the state level, two
free tools make this much
easier in Michigan. The first
is MichiganVotes.org, which
provides a plain-English
description for every vote cast by
every member of the Michigan
Legislature since 2001. The second
is Michigan Capitol Confidential,
a periodical that gives more details
on votes involving concerns
regarding limited government.
An experienced patriot should
use both of these tools, and
compare how his or her lawmaker
measures up by asking these
critical questions:
• Does the lawmaker always vote
with their party, no matter what?
• If there are a handful of
dissenting votes for or against
the limited government side of

an issue, which side does he or
she tend to fall on?
• Do most of the bills he or she
introduces expand the size of
government, or reduce it?
4. Tea Party activists
follow the money.
Is your lawmaker getting
financial support from those
whose values do not match up
with your own? It’s not hard to
find out. For most past and current
Michigan legislators, go to the
“Search Voting Record” tab on
the MichiganVotes.org homepage,
choose a representative or senator
and click “search.” A link to a
list of the legislator’s campaign
contributors appears below his
or her photo. For members of
Congress find this information
at OpenSecrets.org. (Go to
“Politicians and Elections,” “Donor
Lookup.”)
5. Tea Party activists know
they don’t have to get elected
to change the world.
They understand that electing
a handful of virtuous lawmakers
won’t solve the problem either,
because what must change are the
incentives operating on the entire
political establishment. Here’s how
Milton Friedman described it:

6. Tea party activists don’t
“repress their feelings”
regarding fiscal malpractice.
Having discovered the real
records of elected officials in their
own area and elsewhere (see Items
No. 3 and 4), Tea Party activists
share this knowledge widely with
friends, family, colleagues, internet
contacts, etc., letting all and
sundry know how their lawmakers
are behaving, and sharing their
feelings regarding the ones who
are misbehaving.
7. Tea Party activists focus on what
unites them, not things that may
divide. Those uniting things are:
• Grievance: Chronic fiscal
irresponsibility, now become
acute fiscal extremism.
• Target: A self-serving, selfperpetuating political class that
no longer represents the will of
the people.
• Goal: Restore genuine
representative, limited
government by changing the
incentives on elected officials. +
Kenneth M. Braun is a policy analyst
and Jack McHugh is senior legislative
analyst at the Mackinac Center for
Public Policy. The authors may be
contacted at braun@mackinac.org
and mchugh@mackinac.org. For an
opportunity to comment on this article,
please see the original version of it at
www.mackinac.org/10508.
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SMALL BUSINESSES VOTE DOWN
“GIVE AWAY” PROGRAMS

Small business owners have had it with state-sponsored
“give away” programs targeted to pet industries or
businesses, according to an April 9 press release from
the Michigan chapter of the National Federation of
Independent Business. (See related cover story, Politically
Correct Capitalism.)
In a recent survey returned by more than 600 of its
members a single question was asked:
“Do you support tax credits and economic incentives
targeted to a specific company or industry? In recent
years, state government has attempted to attract specific
companies and certain industries to Michigan by offering
generous tax credits and other incentives. Similar
incentives have been offered to companies already in the
state that promise to expand and create new jobs. Recent
examples include incentives for the movie industry,
alternative energy, life sciences and high technology
companies.”
Sixty-seven percent of the respondents answered in
opposition; just 21 percent were in favor of the special tax
credit policy and 12 percent were undecided.
“Many small businesses believe that the tax hikes they
have seen from the Michigan Business Tax (MBT) are
directly taking money out of their pocket to fund these
other businesses and they don’t like it,” observed Charlie
Owens, NFIB’s state director. “They see clearly that as
more tax dollars are lavished on whatever ‘pet’ industry
is popular at the moment, there is less money available
to improve the overall state business economy and tax
climate so that all businesses have an even playing field to
compete and create jobs.”
Owens states that NFIB-Michigan has a membership
of about 10,000 who represent “a cross section” of the
state’s small business community, from manufacturing
and construction to retail, finance, real estate, farming and
more. The average member has five employees and annual
sales of $500,000.
Michael LaFaive, director of the Mackinac Center’s
Morey Fiscal Policy Initiative, has profiled two instances
where state government has used these special favors to
lure out-of-state rivals to come into Michigan and compete
with long-established Michigan job providers.
During December of 1999, Boar’s Head Provisions,
a New York-based meat products company, opened a
facility near Holland, Mich., after receiving a $5.1 million
“economic development package” from the Michigan
Economic Development Corp. The MEDC is the state’s
main facilitator of the special incentives that were the
subject of the NFIB poll. The agency crowed in a press
release that its work would help Boar’s Head add “new
jobs” to the Michigan economy.
Writing in 2000, LaFaive noted that the MEDC’s media

release displayed indifference regarding the impact of
their efforts on the 110 jobs then being provided by Koegel
Meats Inc., of Flint, Mich., (www.mackinac.org/2729.)
Like Boar’s Head, Koegel is in the meat products business,
making among other things the “Vienna Frankfurters” that
have been a mainstay of summer grilling in Michigan for
generations. But unlike the new competition being lured
in from New York by state government, LaFaive noted that
Koegel had been a Michigan business since 1916 and had
“always paid its taxes and never took a dime of taxpayer
money: no abatements, no subsidies.” LaFaive asserted that
all Michigan taxpayers, including the Koegel family, were
“being forced to help subsidize a New York firm that will
compete directly with Koegel Meats.”
Similarly, in 2002, LaFaive profiled Jay’s Sporting Goods,
another well-known and established Michigan job provider
that one day discovered that the MEDC was going to give
special favors to an out-of-state business rival (www
.mackinac.org/4475.) In this case Cabela’s — a “mammoth”
outdoor goods catalog retailer — received $27.8 million
worth of special incentives in exchange for putting up a
200,000 square-foot outlet store in Dundee, Mich.
As with Koegel, LaFaive noted that Jay’s had been
operating as a family business in Michigan for decades and
had grown to two 100,000 square-foot stores for outdoor
enthusiasts without ever “taking a dime of taxpayer money.”
“When I first learned that our competition would get
state assistance, I was flabbergasted,” one member of the
family that owns Jay’s told LaFaive. “It sometimes makes
you wonder who you are working for.”

COPS, CARS, BOATS AND BANKRUPTCY

The May 14 edition of the MIRS Capitol Capsule
newsletter carried a pair of stories about two annual
summer events in Michigan and how they relate to the
state’s deteriorating economic climate (www.mirsnews
.com — subscription required.)
One story highlighted the changed atmosphere
expected at the Detroit Regional Chamber of Commerce’s
annual policy conference held in late May on Mackinac
Island. Unlike previous years, financially embattled
domestic automakers such as General Motors and Chrysler
were not expected to be “sponsoring any parties” or
“handing out bags or backpacks stitched with their logo.”
Additionally, attendance by state lawmakers was expected
to decline because of reduced sponsorships from many
companies — such as automakers — who had previously
been underwriting the cost of the trip for some legislators.
“The companies that took TARP [Troubled Asset Relief
Program] and the auto-related companies aren’t sponsoring anything right now,” Sarah Hubbard, DRCC vice
president of government affairs, told MIRS.
Also that day, MIRS carried a story that Travel
Michigan, a branch of the Michigan Economic
Development Corp., had announced that for the first
time ever it was going to become the “title sponsor” of
the annual Port Huron to Mackinac Island sailboat race.
The newsletter says that the state agency will be paying
$100,000 for the sponsorship.

Responding to criticism that the expenditure was
ill-timed in relation to the state economy, projected state
budget overspending of up to $2 billion and the recently
announced layoff of 100 state police troopers, the president
of Travel Michigan noted that the sponsorship was a
comparatively trivial portion of the state budget and that
it “introduces Michigan to the country as a destination”
because the agency plans to integrate it into a national
expansion of its “Pure Michigan” marketing campaign.
The race has apparently already been bringing attention
to Michigan without the MEDC assistance. MIRS notes
that 2009 will be the event’s 85th year of operation and
that it is expected to draw 250 boats and 2,500 sailors. The
Travel Michigan president is quoted as saying that the race
already has an international reputation.
The Travel Michigan president also told the newsletter
that his budget had been increased from $6 million in 2005
to $30 million this year.

RENDER UNTO CAESaR?

On May 20, 2009, the Michigan Senate approved
Senate Bill 128, a proposal that would order the Michigan
Secretary of State to develop a “fundraising” specialty
license plate with the words “In God We Trust” inscribed
on it. Sponsored by State Sen. Cameron Brown, R-Fawn
River, the bill would also require that all money raised
by purchases of these plates be turned over to state
government’s general fund, where it can be spent on
whatever state program lawmakers and the governor
decide to use it for. According to a Senate Fiscal Agency
memo, motorists choosing to purchase the special plate
would each pay an additional $15. Brown, who is termlimited, is planning to run for Secretary of State in 2010.
Six other bills — authorizing many other specialty
plates — were also approved on this day for tags
identifying Habitat for Humanity, the Boy Scouts and
more. A handful of lawmakers voted against each of
these bills. The reason for the opposition, according
to statements made by some lawmakers in the Senate
Journal, was because of a desire to respect the Michigan
Department of State Police’s concerns that the proliferation
of different plates will impede troopers’ ability to identify
vehicles on the roadway.
Twenty-eight senators, including the entire Republican
caucus and eight Democrats, voted in favor of Senate Bill
128. Eight lawmakers were opposed.
Unlike Senate Bill 128, the revenue generated from
some of the other specialty plates would be turned over to
specific charitable causes designated by the organizations
indicated on the plates. For example, a “Ducks Unlimited”
plate would give the additional revenue to the Michigan
chapter of Ducks Unlimited so that this group can
“protect, enhance, restore, manage and acquire” wetlands.
The specialty license plate bills approved on May 20 in
the Senate are now under consideration in the House of
Representatives. +

For additional information and an opportunity to comment on
these issues, please see www.mackinac.org/10529.
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from Page One

But this new tax was just as expensive overall as its predecessor
and less equitable. It “makes up”
for the tax cuts on car companies
by raising the tax rate on many
other Michigan businesses. This
tax prejudice has since been
compounded by the addition of a
22 percent surcharge to the MBT,
costing Michigan’s job providers
in excess of $600 million more
per year.
The premise underlying the
new MBT is that tax relief is
vitally important to prosperity,
but only if a business model —
such as that of the domestic auto
industry — wins the economic
stamp of approval from the
governor and a majority of the
Lansing political class. And the
Detroit Three are not alone:
Within months of the MBT’s
creation, bills were passed by
the Legislature and signed
into law by the governor that
provide significant relief or tax
credits to hybrid vehicle makers,
ethanol gas stations, the North
American International Auto
Show, companies that rehabilitate
historic buildings, and much
more.
In some cases these were
“refundable” credits, meaning
that the state treasury will send
a check for the difference to the
politically correct company if
the special credit offered exceeds
the actual tax liability. This is
effectively a subsidy that is paid
for by the politically out-of-favor
job providers who must still pay
all of the MBT and its 22 percent
surcharge.
Probably the most famous of
the politically correct industries
being granted refundable credits
against the MBT is the business of
fame itself: Hollywood. A package
of bills signed by the governor
on April 7, 2008, creates a 40
percent refundable tax credit for
film production that takes place
in Michigan (this also allows an
additional 2 percent credit for
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work that takes place in “core
communities.”)
“We’re going to grow this
industry and in the process, grow
our economy and create jobs,”
remarked Gov. Granholm as she
signed the bills to provide the
special tax breaks.
Last year, film production
companies used this provision to
escape tax liabilities and acquire
subsidies totaling $48 million. In
future years, the tax rebate for
filmmakers is projected to climb
to more than $200 million — fully
one-third of the additional taxes
being imposed on other Michigan
businesses by the MBT’s surcharge.
In exchange for the first $48 million
in lost tax revenue, a Michigan
State University review of the film
incentive program estimates that
the film crews brought in economic
activity of just $65.4 million to
Michigan in the form of wages,
lodging, meals and more.
This is $1.36 in economic
activity for every dollar of taxes
that went unpaid by movie
producers in 2008. In 2007,
the year before these film tax
credits were in place, Michigan
taxpayers forked over $26
billion in taxes and fees from
all sources to state government
while producing $338.6 billion
of economic activity — $13.02
worth of prosperity for every
dollar of tax revenue that was
paid.
How much wealth creation
did not take place because
Lansing politicians thought
special tax breaks for industries
like film production was a better
economic policy than broadbased tax relief to everyone? Just
one entrepreneurial family in
Oakland County shows the other
side of state government’s tax
prejudice.
Jerry Grubb owns the Wee
Discover preschool in Waterford
Township. He doesn’t make
movies or cars or provide any of
the other politically correct goods
and services favored by Michigan’s
political class, he just employs
people to take care of little kids.
For 2008, the new MBT and its
surcharge will jack up taxes on

his business by an estimated 334
percent. Likewise, his brother Bill
owns Star EMS, an ambulance
service in Pontiac. Bill’s MBT
liability for 2008 will jump from
$71,000 to $115,000.
(A video profiling the Grubbs may
be viewed at www.mackinac
.org/10439.)
What improvements or
expansions or new hiring is not
taking place at these established
and loyal Michigan businesses
— and many others like them —
because they must now pay many
tens of thousands each year in

additional business taxes?
Meanwhile, for 2009 Lansing
politicians have been busy
creating more refundable tax
credits allowing additional
politically correct companies and
industries to escape from the
onerous MBT and its hefty 22
percent surcharge.
On May 12, Gov. Granholm
signed into law 2009 Senate Bill
466. According to MichiganVotes
.org, this will “authorize a $100
million refundable Michigan
Business Tax credit and other
subsidies” for a subsidiary of a

Korean battery company for a
plant in Michigan. A refundable
tax credit that could sometimes
become an outright subsidy just
like the movie tax exception,
MichiganVotes.org also notes that
this provision is an expansion of
an existing batch of “subsidies”
granted to other companies.
One month earlier, the
governor signed 2009 House Bill
4515. MichiganVotes.org says
this one expands “from one to
three the number of refundable,
$100 million, capital investment
Michigan Business Tax credit

Check
“Politically Correct Capitalism” Lawmakers who voted to INCREASE SUBSIDIES for
plug-in traction battery packs used in electric cars:
senate Republicans (21)
Cassis (R)
Allen (R)
Cropsey (R)
Birkholz (R)
Bishop (R)
Garcia (R)
Brown (R)
George (R)

Gilbert (R)
Hardiman (R)
Jansen (R)
Jelinek (R)

Kahn (R)
Kuipers (R)
McManus (R)
Pappageorge (R)

Patterson (R)
Richardville (R)
Sanborn (R)
Stamas (R)

Van Woerkom (R)

senate Democrats (16)
Brater (D)
Anderson (D)
Barcia (D)
Cherry (D)
Basham (D)
Clark-Coleman (D)

Clarke (D)
Gleason (D)
Hunter (D)

Jacobs (D)
Olshove (D)
Prusi (D)

Scott (D)
Switalski (D)
Thomas (D)

Whitmer (D)

House Republicans (39)
Ball (R)
Denby (R)
Bolger (R)
DeShazor (R)
Booher (R)
Elsenheimer (R)
Calley (R)
Green (R)
Caul (R)
Haines (R)
Crawford (R)
Hansen (R)
Daley (R)
Haveman (R)

Hildenbrand (R)
Horn (R)
Jones, Rick (R)
Knollenberg (R)
Kowall (R)
Kurtz (R)
Lori (R)

Lund (R)
Marleau (R)
Meekhof (R)
Meltzer (R)
Moore (R)
Moss (R)
Opsommer (R)

Pavlov (R)
Pearce (R)
Proos (R)
Rocca (R)
Rogers (R)
Schmidt, W. (R)
Schuitmaker (R)

Scott, P. (R)
Stamas (R)
Tyler (R)
Walsh (R)

House Democrats (66)
Coulouris (D)
Angerer (D)
Cushingberry (D)
Barnett (D)
Bauer (D)
Dean (D)
Bennett (D)
Dillon (D)
Bledsoe (D)
Donigan (D)
Brown, L. (D)
Durhal (D)
Brown, T. (D)
Ebli (D)
Byrnes (D)
Espinoza (D)
Geiss (D)
Byrum (D)
Gonzales (D)
Clemente (D)
Constan (D)
Gregory (D)
Corriveau (D)
Griffin (D)

Haase (D)
Hammel (D)
Haugh (D)
Huckleberry (D)
Jackson (D)
Jones, Robert
(D)
Kandrevas (D)
Kennedy (D)
Lahti (D)
LeBlanc (D)
Leland (D)

Lemmons (D)
Lindberg (D)
Lipton (D)
Liss (D)
Mayes (D)
McDowell (D)
Meadows (D)
Melton (D)
Miller (D)
Nathan (D)
Nerat (D)
Neumann (D)

Polidori (D)
Roberts (D)
Schmidt, R. (D)
Scott, B. (D)
Scripps (D)
Segal (D)
Sheltrown (D)
Simpson (D)
Slavens (D)
Slezak (D)
Smith (D)
Spade (D)

Stanley (D)
Switalski (D)
Tlaib (D)
Valentine (D)
Warren (D)
Womack (D)
Young (D)

Lawmakers who voted AGAINST INCREASING SUBSIDIES for plug-in traction battery
packs used in electric cars:
senate republicans (none)
Senate Democrats (none)
House Republicans (4)
Agema (R)
Amash (R)

Genetski (R)

McMillin (R)

House Democrats (none)

Legislators who did not vote:

Rep. Johnson (D)

2009 Senate Roll Call 83 on HB 4515
2009 House Roll Call 96 on HB 4515

Michigan Capitol Confidential
agreements that could be entered
into with makers of plug-in
traction battery packs used in
electric cars.” This too, is an
expansion of an existing special
tax favor.
Only a handful of lawmakers
opposed the creation of these
refundable tax credits, thus
signaling that only a small
minority in Lansing opposes the
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subsidizing of one business by
another. The MichiganVotes.org
roll call votes for SB 466, HB 4515,
and the film tax credit are below.
On Jan. 14, 2009, the Michigan
Senate approved a bill to repeal
the 22 percent surcharge on the
MBT and sent it to the House
of Representatives. This bill and
four others like it introduced by
members of the House have not

been brought up for a vote in that
chamber. +
Kenneth M. Braun is the senior
managing editor of Michigan Capitol
Confidential. He may be reached at
braun@mackinac.org. For additional
information and an opportunity to
comment on the legislation referenced
in this article, please see
www.mackinac.org/10529.

Check
“Politically Correct Capitalism” Lawmakers who voted to GIVE SUBSIDIES for Michigan
film production:
senate Republicans (20)
Cropsey (R)
Allen (R)
Birkholz (R)
Garcia (R)
Bishop (R)
George (R)
Gilbert (R)
Brown (R)
senate Democrats (16)
Anderson (D)
Barcia (D)
Basham (D)
Brater (D)

Hardiman (R)
Jansen (R)
Jelinek (R)
Kahn (R)

Kuipers (R)
McManus (R)
Pappageorge (R)
Patterson (R)

Richardville (R)
Sanborn (R)
Stamas (R)
Van Woerkom (R)

Hunter (D)
Jacobs (D)
Olshove (D)
Prusi (D)

Schauer (D)
Scott (D)
Switalski (D)
Thomas (D)

Whitmer (D)

House Republicans (51)
Acciavatti (R)
Emmons (R)
Agema (R)
Gaffney (R)
Garfield (R)
Amos (R)
Booher (R)
Green (R)
Brandenburg (R)
Hansen (R)
Calley (R)
Hildenbrand (R)
Casperson (R)
Hoogendyk (R)
Horn (R)
Caswell (R)
Caul (R)
Huizenga (R)
DeRoche (R)
Hune (R)
Elsenheimer (R)
Jones, Rick (R)

Knollenberg (R)
LaJoy (R)
Law, David (R)
Marleau (R)
Meekhof (R)
Meltzer (R)
Moolenaar (R)
Moore (R)
Moss (R)
Nitz (R)
Nofs (R)

Opsommer (R)
Palmer (R)
Palsrok (R)
Pastor (R)
Pavlov (R)
Pearce (R)
Proos (R)
Robertson (R)
Rocca (R)
Schuitmaker (R)
Shaffer (R)

Sheen (R)
Stahl (R)
Stakoe (R)
Steil (R)
Walker (R)
Ward (R)
Wenke (R)

House Democrats (57)
Accavitti (D)
Angerer (D)
Bauer (D)
Bennett (D)
Bieda (D)
Brown (D)
Byrnes (D)
Byrum (D)
Cheeks (D)
Clack (D)
Clemente (D)
Condino (D)

Hammel (D)
Hammon (D)
Hood (D)
Hopgood (D)
Jackson (D)
Johnson (D)
Jones, Robert (D)
Lahti (D)
Law, Kathleen (D)
LeBlanc (D)
Leland (D)
Lemmons (D)

Lindberg (D)
Mayes (D)
McDowell (D)
Meadows (D)
Meisner (D)
Melton (D)
Miller (D)
Polidori (D)
Sak (D)
Scott, Bettie Cook (D)
Sheltrown (D)
Simpson (D)

Smith, Alma (D)
Smith, Virgil (D)
Spade (D)
Tobocman (D)
Vagnozzi (D)
Valentine (D)
Warren (D)
Wojno (D)
Young (D)

Cherry (D)
Clark-Coleman (D)
Clarke (D)
Gleason (D)

Constan (D)
Corriveau (D)
Coulouris (D)
Dean (D)
Dillon (D)
Donigan (D)
Ebli (D)
Espinoza (D)
Farrah (D)
Gillard (D)
Gonzales (D)
Griffin (D)

Check
“Politically Correct Capitalism” Lawmakers who
voted to INCREASE ELECTRIC CAR SUBSIDIES for a
subsidiary of a Korean battery company:
senate Republicans (20)
Allen (R)
Cropsey (R)
Birkholz (R)
George (R)
Bishop (R)
Gilbert (R)
Brown (R)
Hardiman (R)
Cassis (R)
Jansen (R)

Hunter (D)
Jacobs (D)
Olshove (D)
Prusi (D)

Scott (D)
Switalski (D)
Thomas (D)
Whitmer (D)

House Republicans (36)
Ball (R)
Haines (R)
Bolger (R)
Hansen (R)
Booher (R)
Haveman (R)
Hildenbrand (R)
Calley (R)
Caul (R)
Horn (R)
Crawford (R)
Jones, Rick (R)
Knollenberg (R)
Denby (R)
DeShazor (R)
Kowall (R)
Elsenheimer (R)
Kurtz (R)

Lori (R)
Lund (R)
Marleau (R)
Meltzer (R)
Moore (R)
Moss (R)
Opsommer (R)
Pavlov (R)
Pearce (R)

Proos (R)
Rocca (R)
Rogers (R)
Schmidt, W. (R)
Schuitmaker (R)
Scott, P. (R)
Stamas (R)
Tyler (R)
Walsh (R)

Leland (D)
Lemmons (D)
Lindberg (D)
Lipton (D)
Liss (D)
Mayes (D)
McDowell (D)
Meadows (D)
Melton (D)
Miller (D)
Nathan (D)
Nerat (D)
Neumann (D)
Polidori (D)
Roberts (D)
Schmidt, R. (D)
Scott, B. (D)

Scripps (D)
Segal (D)
Sheltrown (D)
Simpson (D)
Slavens (D)
Slezak (D)
Smith (D)
Spade (D)
Stanley (D)
Switalski (D)
Tlaib (D)
Valentine (D)
Warren (D)
Womack (D)
Young (D)

House Democrats (66)
Angerer (D)
Barnett (D)
Bauer (D)
Bennett (D)
Bledsoe (D)
Brown, L. (D)
Brown, T. (D)
Byrnes (D)
Byrum (D)
Clemente (D)
Constan (D)
Corriveau (D)
Coulouris (D)
Cushingberry (D)
Dean (D)
Dillon (D)
Donigan (D)

Durhal (D)
Ebli (D)
Espinoza (D)
Geiss (D)
Gregory (D)
Griffin (D)
Haase (D)
Hammel (D)
Haugh (D)
Huckleberry (D)
Jackson (D)
Johnson (D)
Jones, Robert (D)
Kandrevas (D)
Kennedy (D)
Lahti (D)
LeBlanc (D)

Lawmakers who voted AGAINST INCREASING
SUBSIDIES for electric car battery makers:
senate republicans (none)
Senate Democrats (none)

senate republicans (1)
Cassis (R)

House Republicans (6)
Agema (R)
Amash (R)

Senate Democrats (none)
House Republicans (none)
House Democrats (none)

Rep. Cushingberry (D)

Daley (R)
Genetski (R)

McMillin (R)
Meekhof (R)

House Democrats (none)

Legislators who did not vote:

Legislators who did not vote:
Rep. Ball (R)

Patterson (R)
Richardville (R)
Sanborn (R)
Stamas (R)
Van Woerkom (R)

senate Democrats (16)
Anderson (D)
Cherry (D)
Barcia (D)
Clark-Coleman (D)
Basham (D)
Clarke (D)
Gleason (D)
Brater (D)

Lawmakers who voted AGAINST GIVING SUBSIDIES for Michigan film production:
This is a vote from the 2007-2008 session of
the Michigan Legislature. Only those lawmakers
denoted with red typeface have returned for the
2009-2010 session.

Jelinek (R)
Kahn (R)
Kuipers (R)
McManus (R)
Pappageorge (R)

Rep. Gonzales (D)
2008 Senate Roll Call 160 on HB 5841
2008 House Roll Call 146 on HB 5841

Rep. Green (R)

Sen. Garcia (R)
2009 Senate Roll Call 140 on SB 466
2009 House Roll Call 219 on SB 466
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regulation
from Page One

good argument can be made for
the law on environmental grounds
alone.
Specifically, a “no-morestringent” law would prohibit the
DEQ from exceeding a particular
federal regulation unilaterally,
although it would still allow the
Legislature and the governor to pass
a tougher regulation if the DEQ
presented a compelling case for it.
The principle of federalism would
be retained; better yet, it would
be exercised by elected officials,
who are directly accountable to the
people of Michigan.
Elected officials are unlikely
to allow their constituents to be
harmed if there is an imminent
threat to public health or the
environment — a point I’ll return
to below. Nor is there reason to
assume federal regulations will be
inadequate in the vast majority
of cases. As I noted in a recent
commentary, federal requirements
are extremely stringent. They
are consistently based on
very conservative theoretical
assumptions that are calculated
to protect the environment from
even the most unlikely threats.
Some of Michigan’s environmentalists will nevertheless object
to a law restraining the DEQ’s
regulatory pronouncements. Such
activists point with pride to Michigan’s history of adopting environmental protection laws that exceed
those of other states or the federal
government.
But it’s worth noting that more
stringent state environmental
regulations increase the influence
of environmental groups, even
when the regulations themselves
provide little added benefit in
protecting the environment. In
some cases, these more restrictive
state standards even lead to less
protection of the environment by
precluding companies from using
innovative and market-based
approaches that are more effective
in protecting the environment
than command-and-control
regulations.
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A good example of such this
type of perverse result is the 2000
ban in Michigan on directional
drilling for oil and gas under the
Great Lakes. The ban might have
been justified if there had been any
measurable danger of pollution of
the Great Lakes.
But there was not, according
to the Michigan Environmental
Science Board, which studied
the issue and published a report
before the ban was instituted. The
result was to prevent the use of an
innovative technology that is often
employed to tap known oil and
gas reserves without destroying
pristine environments. Thwarting
the use of this technology merely
increases the likelihood that
more environmentally damaging
oil and gas operations will enjoy
a heightened demand for their
product.

Gov. Jennifer
Granholm consulted
with business leaders
to learn what their
biggest concerns were
regarding business
competitiveness. At
the top of their list
was the ease and
certainty of obtaining
environmental
permits.
Ironically, the directional
drilling ban was passed by the
Michigan Legislature. This
certainly helps demonstrate that
there is little reason to fear that
if the DEQ is reined in, elected
officials will callously dismiss
environmental concerns for the
sake of helping businesses.
A law restraining the DEQ,
however, would still benefit
Michigan’s economy. Early in
her administration, Gov. Jennifer
Granholm consulted with business
leaders to learn what their biggest
concerns were regarding business
competitiveness. At the top of their
list was the ease and certainty of
obtaining environmental permits.
State environmental permitting
is often the first gate that a

State Sen. Jud Gilbert,
R-Algonac, sponsor of SB
434, the bill that prohibits a
state department delegated
to implement a federal
regulation from promulgating
rules more stringent than
required by federal standards.

business must pass through
before it can operate. This difficult
environmental permitting process
would be eased in Michigan if
businesses were able to comply
with broadly understood federal
standards, rather than the
environmentally unnecessary
requirements Michigan has
tacked on. These extra permitting
barriers add insult to injury given
Michigan’s onerous tax structure
and labor relations issues.
About one-third of U.S.
states have already adopted laws
preventing state regulators from
exceeding federal standards
without some sort of additional
review. One reason they have done
so is precisely because lawmakers
in these states have learned
that environmental regulations
exceeding federal standards are
often unrealistic and unjustifiable,
and that such regulations make
it very difficult for their state
to compete with other states in
attracting new businesses.
Another reason they have been
comfortable tying their state more
firmly to federal regulations is that
the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency, despite some initial
delays, has recently done a better
job than it used to of finalizing
environmental standards and
providing a uniform framework for
large regions. Two examples of this
are the Great Lakes Initiative, in
which water quality standards have
been made consistent throughout
the Great Lakes Basin, and the
establishment of federal technology
standards for sources of toxic air
emissions. In the vast majority of
cases, these two sets of standards
have now removed the need for
states to create their own rules.
“No-more-stringent” laws
passed by states vary in what
they require. Some states, such
as South Dakota and Idaho,
have outright prohibitions on
rules that go beyond federal

requirements. An approach used
by a number of states — Florida,
Pennsylvania, Wisconsin, Ohio,
Indiana, Maine and Utah —
requires more extensive reviews
and justification for proposed
regulations that are more stringent
than federal requirements.
Montana’s approach is similar,
but also requires public hearings
and a peer-reviewed scientific
justification before more stringent
environmental requirements can
be considered. In New Jersey in
1994, then-Governor Christine
Todd Whitman (later head of the
EPA) did not wait for the state
Legislature to act, but instead
signed an executive order that
prohibited state agencies from
exceeding federal requirements.
Adoption of a “no-morestringent” law would send the
right message to current and
prospective job providers about
Michigan, telling them that the
state is serious about creating
a more predictable regulatory
process and exploring more
flexible arrangements for
protecting the environment. +

Russ Harding is former director
of the Michigan Department of
Environmental Quality and is director
of the Property Rights Network for the
Mackinac Center for Public Policy.
He may be contacted a harding@
mackinac.org. For additional
information and an opportunity to
comment on this legislation, please see
www.mackinac.org/10529.

(Editor’s note: The preceding
commentary was originally
published on Jan. 30, 2005.
According to MichiganVotes
.org, 2009 Senate Bill 434 would
“prohibit a state department
delegated to implement a federal
regulation from promulgating
rules more stringent than required
by federal standards, unless
specifically required to by state
statute.” This bill was approved
by a Senate committee on May
19 and as of this writing awaits a
vote in the full chamber. Contact
information for all legislators is on
pages 10 and 11.)

Education Matters.
Large and small. Public and private. Conventional and charter. For more than a decade,
Michigan Education Report has delivered news and analysis about Michigan schools
to parents, teachers, policymakers and the business community. Now online, our new
EducationReport.org continues this timely focus, with added value from the Michigan
Education Daily Digest, a summation of education news from around the state.
Our searchable, comprehensive Michigan School Databases include:
- District revenue and expenditure reports
- District categorical grant reports
- District collective bargaining agreements
- District checkbook registers

EducationReport.org
MichiganSchoolDatabases.org

Log on today to see the latest education news, share your opinion, research your school
district and stay involved in Michigan education. EducationReport.org
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Show Michigan
the Money!

Is the portage public schools’
board of education going to
show michigan the money?

On Jan. 16, 2009, the Farmington Public Schools wrote a check for $362.83 to Jean’s
Hardware. What did they buy? What other checks did they write?

Thomas Jefferson envisioned that the finances of government should be "as clear and
intelligible as a merchant's books," allowing "any man of any mind" to "comprehend
them, to investigate abuses and consequently to control them." Because the Farmington
Public Schools puts its check register online — making the district’s finances an open
book to anyone with a Web browser — all that is needed to make Jefferson’s vision a
reality is curiosity and less than five minutes of your time.
Anybody can do it, any time, without an appointment. And you don’t need to ask for
permission: Farmington doesn’t even bother to know who is checking or why.
But to get this same information from most of Michigan’s other school districts you
will need to ask them first. You might even need to know how to file a Freedom of
Information Act request that tells them who you are; it might cost you money; and you
may have to wait more than a week for it to arrive.
Michigan Capitol Confidential readers: The “Show Michigan the Money” project needs
YOUR help!

Michigan Capitol Confidential
Editor: Michael D. Jahr
Senior Managing Editor: Kenneth M. Braun
Graphic Designer: Daniel E. Montgomery
Michigan Capitol Confidential is published bimonthly by the Mackinac Center for
Public Policy, a nonprofit, nonpartisan, tax-exempt research and educational institute
devoted to analyzing Michigan public policy issues. Michigan Capitol Confidential is
distributed to Michigan residents who have expressed an interest in public policy
matters, as well as members of the media and lawmakers and policy staff in the
Michigan House, Michigan Senate and Office of the Governor. All rights reserved.
Permission to excerpt or reprint is hereby granted provided that Michigan Capitol
Confidential, the author and the Mackinac Center for Public Policy are properly cited.
140 West Main Street, Midland, Michigan 48640
989-631-0900 • www.mackinac.org • MichiganVotes.org • micapcon@mackinac.org

The Michigan House Fiscal Agency reports that the state’s public school districts
collectively spend more than $17 billion of the taxpayers’ money each year. The goal of
the Show Michigan the Money project is to get all of the state’s 551 school districts to
follow Farmington’s example.
Log on to check our listing of every school whose checkbook is an open book:
www.showmichiganthemoney.org/9329.
Chances are you won’t see your local school district on the list. If you don’t, we’d like
you to contact district officials and ask them to participate.
You may do this by writing, phoning or e-mailing your superintendent or school board
members. Or — best yet — attend a school board meeting and ask in person. Sometimes,
all that you need to do is ask nicely: Farmington and several other districts on our list
made plans to provide online check registers within just days of us making the request.
Please encourage your schools to check out our Web site and contact project director
Kenneth M. Braun (braun@mackinac.org) with questions or to let him know that they
have decided to show Michigan the money! Michigan Capitol Confidential will report the
results in forthcoming issues.

Do you like
what you’re
Reading?

Then tell us to keep it coming!
If you haven’t contacted us yet but would like to keep receiving Michigan Capitol
Confidential, we need you to e-mail us at micapcon@mackinac.org or call
989-631-0900 to let us know that we should keep sending it. That’s it!
If you have friends or family who would enjoy Michigan Capitol Confidential,
please send us their names as well! To help us publish and mail this
newspaper, the Mackinac Center accepts donations in any amount. We
are a 501(c)(3) charitable educational foundation, and your donation
is 100 percent tax-deductible on your federal income tax form.
We look forward to hearing from you
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Information appears as follows:
State Senate District
Last Name, First Name: Party
Location
Phone
E-mail
01

Clarke, Hansen: D
710 Farnum Building
517-373-7346
SenHansenClarke@senate.michigan.gov

02

Scott, Martha G.: D
220 Farnum Building
517-373-7748
SenMScott@senate.michigan.gov

03

Clark-Coleman, Irma: D
310 Farnum Building
517-373-0990
SenIClark-Coleman@senate.michigan.gov

04

Thomas III, Samuel Buzz: D
S-9 Capitol Building
517-373-7918
SenBThomas@senate.michigan.gov

05

Hunter, Tupac A.: D
915 Farnum Building
517-373-0994
SenTAHunter@senate.michigan.gov

06

Anderson, Glenn S.: D
610 Farnum Building
517-373-1707
SenGAnderson@senate.michigan.gov

07

Patterson, Bruce: R
505 Farnum Building
517-373-7350
SenBPatterson@senate.michigan.gov

08

Basham, Raymond E.: D
715 Farnum Building
517-373-7800
SenRBasham@senate.michigan.gov
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10

Switalski, Michael: D
410 Farnum Building
517-373-7315
SenMSwitalski@senate.michigan.gov

20

George, Thomas M.: R
320 Farnum Building
517-373-0793
SenTGeorge@senate.michigan.gov

Kuipers, Wayne: R
1005 Farnum Building
517-373-6920
SenWKuipers@senate.michigan.gov

35

McManus, Michelle: R
S-2 Capitol Building
517-373-1725
SenMMcManus@senate.michigan.gov

Why we give Party
Affiliations:
The Legislature is managed
as a partisan institution.
Lawmakers segregate
themselves by party in matters
from daily meetings to seating.
They have separate and
taxpayer-financed policy staffs
to provide them with research
and advice from differing
perspectives. As such, gaining
a full understanding of the vote
of an individual lawmaker
requires knowing his or her
partisan affiliation.

11

21

31

36

12

22

32

37

13

23

33

38

14

24

34

Sanborn, Alan: R
S-310 Capitol Building
517-373-7670
SenASanborn@senate.michigan.gov
Bishop, Michael: R
S-106 Capitol Building
517-373-2417
SenMBishop@senate.michigan.gov
Pappageorge, John: R
1020 Farnum Building
517-373-2523
SenJPappageorge@senate.michigan.gov

Jelinek, Ron: R
S-324 Capitol Building
517-373-6960
SenRJelinek@senate.michigan.gov
Garcia, Valde: R
S-132 Capitol Building
517-373-2420
SenVGarcia@senate.michigan.gov
Whitmer, Gretchen: D
415 Farnum Building
517-373-1734
SenGWhitmer@senate.michigan.gov

Jacobs, Gilda Z.: D
1015 Farnum Building
517-373-7888
SenGJacobs@senate.michigan.gov

Birkholz, Patricia L.: R
805 Farnum Building
517-373-3447
SenPBirkholz@senate.michigan.gov

15

25

16

26

17

27

18

28

19

29

Cassis, Nancy: R
905 Farnum Building
517-373-1758
SenNCassis@senate.michigan.gov
Brown, Cameron: R
405 Farnum Building
517-373-5932
SenCBrown@senate.michigan.gov
Richardville, Randy: R
205 Farnum Building
517-373-3543
SenRRichardville@senate.michigan.gov
Brater, Liz: D
510 Farnum Building
517-373-2406
SenLBrater@senate.michigan.gov
Vacancy

09

Gilbert II, Judson: R
705 Farnum Building
517-373-7708
SenJGilbert@senate.michigan.gov

Barcia, Jim: D
1010 Farnum Building
517-373-1777
SenJBarcia@senate.michigan.gov
Kahn, Roger MD: R
420 Farnum Building
517-373-1760
SenRKahn@senate.michigan.gov
Cropsey, Alan L.: R
S-8 Capitol Building
517-373-3760
SenACropsey@senate.michigan.gov
VanWoerkom, Gerald: R
605 Farnum Building
517-373-1635
SenGVanWoerkom@senate.michigan.gov

Stamas, Tony: R
720 Farnum Building
517-373-7946
SenTStamas@senate.michigan.gov
Allen, Jason: R
820 Farnum Building
517-373-2413
SenJAllen@senate.michigan.gov
Prusi, Michael: D
515 Farnum Building
517-373-7840
SenMPrusi@senate.michigan.gov

Cherry, Deborah: D
910 Farnum Building
517-373-1636
SenDCherry@senate.michigan.gov
Gleason, John: D
315 Farnum Building
517-373-0142
SenJGleason@senate.michigan.gov
Jansen, Mark C.: R
520 Farnum Building
517-373-0797
SenMJansen@senate.michigan.gov
Hardiman, Bill: R
305 Farnum Building
517-373-1801
SenBHardiman@senate.michigan.gov

Olshove, Dennis: D
920 Farnum Building
517-373-8360
SenDOlshove@senate.michigan.gov

Did you know?

30

Who are
your
lawmakers?

Members of the Michigan House and Senate are the second highestpaid state legislators in the United States, behind California.
Base member annual pay: $79,650
Additional annual expense allowance: $12,000
Supplements are paid to the following 12 legislative officers:
Speaker of the House: $27,000
Majority leader in the Senate: $26,000
Minority leaders in both House and Senate: $22,000
Majority floor leaders in both House and Senate: $12,000
Minority floor leaders in both House and Senate: $10,000
Chair of Appropriations Committee in both House and Senate: $7,000
House speaker pro tempore and Senate president pro tempore: $5,513
In more than 30 states, the position of state legislator is a part-time job with a salary of $30,000 or less.
Texas — the second most populous state and second largest geographically — pays lawmakers $7,200
per year.
Some pay much less: New Hampshire legislators are paid a salary of $200 for a two-year term of office,
Alabama pays $10 per day and New Mexico offers no salary at all — just expenses. +

To find out which lawmakers represent you and to
view interactive legislative district maps, please point
your web browser to www.mackinac.org/9313.
If you do not have Internet access, then you may obtain copies of legislative
district maps by calling 989-631-0900 or by sending a written request to us at:
Mackinac Center for Public Policy, c/o MiCapCon District Maps
140 West Main Street, Midland, MI 48640
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039

059

079
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040

060

080

097

001

021

Slavens, Dian: D
S 0785 HOB / 517-373-2575
DianSlavens@house.mi.gov

041

061

081

098

Bledsoe, Timothy: D
S 0585 HOB / 517-373-0154
TimBledsoe@house.mi.gov

002

022

Geiss, Douglas: D
S 0786 HOB / 517-373-0852
DouglasGeiss@house.mi.gov

042

062

082

099

Lemmons Jr., LaMar: D
S 0586 HOB / 517-373-0106
LaMarLemmonsJr@house.mi.gov

003

023

Kennedy, Deb: D
S 0787 HOB / 517-373-0855
DebKennedy@house.mi.gov

043

063

083

100

Scott, Bettie Cook: D
S 0587 HOB / 517-373-1776
BettieCookScott@house.mi.gov

004

024

Roberts, Sarah: D
S 0788 HOB / 517-373-0113
SarahRoberts@house.mi.gov

044

064

084

101

Young II, Coleman: D
S 0588 HOB / 517-373-1008
ColemanAYoungII@house.mi.gov

005

025

Switalski, Jon: D
S 0789 HOB / 517-373-1772
JonSwitalski@house.mi.gov

045

065

085

102

Johnson, Bert: D
S 0589 HOB / 517-373-0144
BertJohnson@house.mi.gov

006

026

Donigan, Marie: D
N 0790 HOB / 517-373-3818
MarieDonigan@house.mi.gov

046

066

086

103

Durhal Jr., Fred: D
S 0685 HOB / 517-373-0844
FredDurhal@house.mi.gov

007

027

Lipton, Ellen: D
N 0791 HOB / 517-373-0478
EllenLipton@house.mi.gov

047

067

087

Womack, Jimmy: D
S 0686 HOB / 517-373-0589
JimmyWomack@house.mi.gov

Calley, Brian: R
N 1191 HOB / 517-373-0842
BrianCalley@house.mi.gov

Schmidt, Wayne: R
S 1388 HOB / 517-373-1766
WayneSchmidt@house.mi.gov

008

028

Liss, Lesia: D
N 0792 HOB / 517-373-2275
LesiaLiss@house.mi.gov

048

068

088

105

Cushingberry Jr., George: D
S 0687 HOB / 517-373-2276
GeorgeCushingberry@house.mi.gov

009

029

Melton, Tim: D
N 0793 HOB / 517-373-0475
TimMelton@house.mi.gov

049

069

089

106

Jackson, Shanelle: D
S 0688 HOB / 517-373-1705
ShanelleJackson@house.mi.gov

010

030

Rocca, Tory: R
N 0794 HOB / 517-373-7768
ToryRocca@house.mi.gov

050

070

090

107

Leland, Gabe: D
S 0689 HOB / 517-373-6990
GabeLeland@house.mi.gov

011

031

Miller, Fred: D
N 0795 HOB / 517-373-0159
FredMiller@house.mi.gov

051

071

091

108

Nathan, David: D
N 0690 HOB / 517-373-3815
DavidNathan@house.mi.gov

012

032

Haase, Jennifer: D
N 0796 HOB / 517-373-8931
JenniferHaase@house.mi.gov

052

072

092

109

Tlaib, Rashida: D
N 0691 HOB / 517-373-0823
RashidaTlaib@house.mi.gov

013

033

Meltzer, Kim: R
N 0797 HOB / 517-373-0820
KimMeltzer@house.mi.gov

053

073

093

110

Kandrevas, Andrew: D
N 0692 HOB / 517-373-0845
AndrewKandrevas@house.mi.gov

014

034

Stanley, Woodrow: D
N 0798 HOB / 517-373-8808
WoodrowStanley@house.mi.gov

054

074

094

Clemente, Ed: D
N 0693 HOB / 517-373-0140
EdClemente@house.mi.gov

015

035

055

075

Information appears as follows:
State House District
Last Name, First Name: Party
Location / Phone
E-mail
—
HOB = House Office Building
CB = Capitol Building
New Members highlighted
in yellow

LeBlanc, Richard: D
N 0697 HOB / 517-373-2576
RichardLeBlanc@house.mi.gov
Walsh, John: R
N 0698 HOB / 517-373-3920
JohnWalsh@house.mi.gov
Corriveau, Marc: D
N 0699 HOB / 517-373-3816
MarcCorriveau@house.mi.gov

Crawford, Hugh: R
S 0887 HOB / 517-373-0827
HughCrawford@house.mi.gov
Brown, Lisa: D
S 0888 HOB / 517-373-1799
LisaBrown@house.mi.gov
Moss, Chuck: R
S 0889 HOB / 517-373-8670
ChuckMoss@house.mi.gov
Knollenberg, Marty: R
N 0890 HOB / 517-373-1783
MartyKnollenberg@house.mi.gov
Haugh, Harold: D
N 0891 HOB / 517-373-0854
HaroldHaugh@house.mi.gov
Haines, Gail: R
N 0892 HOB / 517-373-0615
GailHaines@house.mi.gov
Kowall, Eileen: R
N 0893 HOB / 517-373-2616
EileenKowall@house.mi.gov
McMillin, Tom: R
N 0894 HOB / 517-373-1773
TomMcMillin@house.mi.gov
Marleau, Jim: R
N 0895 HOB / 517-373-1798
JimMarleau@house.mi.gov
Denby, Cindy: R
N 0896 HOB / 517-373-8835
CindyDenby@house.mi.gov
Hammel, Richard: D
N 0897 HOB / 517-373-7557
RichardHammel@house.mi.gov
Gonzales, Lee: D
N 0898 HOB / 517-373-7515
LeeGonzales@house.mi.gov
Slezak, Jim: D
N 0899 HOB / 517-373-3906
JimSlezak@house.mi.gov
Scott, Paul: R
S 0985 HOB / 517-373-1780
PaulScott@house.mi.gov
Byrnes, Pam: D
S 0986 HOB / 517-373-0828
PamByrnes@house.mi.gov
Warren, Rebekah: D
S 0987 HOB / 517-373-2577
RebekahWarren@house.mi.gov
Smith, Alma: D
S 0988 HOB / 517-373-1771
AlmaSmith@house.mi.gov

Lori, Matt: R
N 0993 HOB / 517-373-0832
MattLori@house.mi.gov
Jones, Robert: D
N 0994 HOB / 517-373-1785
RobertJones@house.mi.gov
DeShazor, Larry: R
N 0995 HOB / 517-373-1774
LarryDeShazor@house.mi.gov
Segal, Kate: D
N 0996 HOB / 517-373-0555
KateSegal@house.mi.gov
Bolger, James: R
N 0997 HOB / 517-373-1787
JamesBolger@house.mi.gov
Griffin, Martin: D
N 0998 HOB / 517-373-1795
MartinGriffin@house.mi.gov
Simpson, Mike: D
N 0999 HOB / 517-373-1775
MikeSimpson@house.mi.gov
Rogers, Bill: R
S 1085 HOB / 517-373-1784
BillRogers@house.mi.gov
Byrum, Barb: D
S 1086 HOB / 517-373-0587
BarbByrum@house.mi.gov
Bauer, Joan: D
S 1087 HOB / 517-373-0826
JoanBauer@house.mi.gov
Meadows, Mark: D
S 1088 HOB / 517-373-1786
MarkMeadows@house.mi.gov
Huckleberry, Mike: D
S 1089 HOB / 517-373-0834
MikeHuckleberry@house.mi.gov
Jones, Rick: R
N 1090 HOB / 517-373-0853
RickJones@house.mi.gov
Amash, Justin: R
N 1091 HOB / 517-373-0840
JustinAmash@house.mi.gov
Pearce, Tom: R
N 1092 HOB / 517-373-0218
TomPearce@house.mi.gov
Agema, David: R
N 1093 HOB / 517-373-8900
DaveAgema@house.mi.gov

Polidori, Gino: D
N 0694 HOB / 517-373-0847
GinoPolidori@house.mi.gov

Gregory, Vincent: D
N 0799 HOB / 517-373-1788
vVncentGregory@house.mi.gov

016

036

Lund, Pete: R
S 0885 HOB / 517-373-0843
PeteLund@house.mi.gov

056

Constan, Bob: D
N 0695 HOB / 517-373-0849
BobConstan@house.mi.gov

Ebli, Kate: D
N 0990 HOB / 517-373-2617
KateEbli@house.mi.gov

Schmidt, Roy: D
N 1095 HOB / 517-373-0822
RoySchmidt@house.mi.gov

017

037

057

077

Dillon, Andy: D
166 CB / 517-373-0857
AndyDillon@house.mi.gov

Barnett, Vicki: D
S 0886 HOB / 517-373-1793
VickiBarnett@house.mi.gov

Angerer, Kathy: D
S 0989 HOB / 517-373-1792
KathyAngerer@house.mi.gov

Kurtz, Kenneth: R
N 0992 HOB / 517-373-1794
KennethKurtz@house.mi.gov

Spade, Dudley: D
N 0991 HOB / 517-373-1706
DSpade@house.mi.gov

Dean, Robert: D
N 1094 HOB / 517-373-2668
RobertDean@house.mi.gov

076

Green: Kevin: R
N 1096 HOB / 517-373-2277
KevinGreen@house.mi.gov

Tyler, Sharon: R
N 1097 HOB / 517-373-1796
SharonTyler@house.mi.gov
Proos, John: R
N 1098 HOB / 517-373-1403
JohnProos@house.mi.gov
Schuitmaker, Tonya: R
N 1099 HOB / 517-373-0839
TonyaSchuitmaker@house.mi.gov
Pavlov, Phil: R
S 1185 HOB / 517-373-1790
PhillipPavlov@house.mi.gov
Daley, Kevin: R
S 1186 HOB / 517-373-1800
KevinDaley@house.mi.gov
Espinoza, John: D
S 1187 HOB / 517-373-0835
JohnEspinoza@house.mi.gov
Brown, Terry: D
S 1188 HOB / 517-373-0476
TerryBrown@house.mi.gov
Ball, Richard: R
S 1189 HOB / 517-373-0841
RichardBall@house.mi.gov
Hildenbrand, Dave: R
N 1190 HOB / 517-373-0846
RepHildenbrand@house.mi.gov

Genetski, Bob: R
N 1192, HOB / 517-373-0836
BobGenetski@house.mi.gov
Meekhof, Arlan: R
N 1193 HOB / 517-373-0838
ArlanBMeekhof@house.mi.gov
Haveman, Joseph: R
N 1194 HOB / 517-373-0830
JosephHaveman@house.mi.gov
Valentine, Mary: D
N 1195 HOB / 517-373-3436
MaryValentine@house.mi.gov
Bennett, Doug: D
N 1196 HOB / 517-373-2646
DougBennett@house.mi.gov
Opsommer, Paul: R
N 1197 HOB / 517-373-1778
PaulOpsommer@house.mi.gov

Coulouris, Andy: D
N 1199 HOB / 517-373-0152
AndyCoulouris@house.mi.gov
Mayes, Jeff: D
S 1285 HOB / 517-373-0158
JeffMayes@house.mi.gov
Moore, Tim: R
S 1286 HOB / 517-373-8962
TimMoore@house.mi.gov
Stamas, Jim: R
S 1287 HOB / 517-373-1791
JimStamas@house.mi.gov
Caul, Bill: R
S 1288 HOB / 517-373-1789
BillCaul@house.mi.gov
Hansen, Goeff: R
S 1289 HOB / 517-373-7317
GoeffHansen@house.mi.gov
Scripps, Dan: D
S 1385 HOB / 517-373-0825
DanScripps@house.mi.gov
Booher, Darwin: R
S 1386 HOB / 517-373-1747
DarwinBooher@house.mi.gov
Sheltrown, Joel: D
S 1387 HOB / 517-373-3817
JoelSheltrown@house.mi.gov

104

Elsenheimer, Kevin: R
S 1389 HOB / 517-373-0829
KevinElsenheimer@house.mi.gov
Neumann, Andy: D
S 1485 HOB / 517-373-0833
AndyNeumann@house.mi.gov
McDowell, Gary: D
S 1486 HOB / 517-373-2629
GaryMcDowell@house.mi.gov
Nerat, Judy: R
S 1487 HOB / 517-373-0156
JudyNerat@house.mi.gov
Lindberg, Steven: D
S 1488 HOB / 517-373-0498
StevenLindberg@house.mi.gov
Lahti, Michael: D
S 1489 HOB / 517-373-0850
MikeLahti@house.mi.gov

Horn, Kenneth: R
N 1198 HOB / 517-373-0837
KennethHorn@house.mi.gov

Who is Your Lawmaker?
www.mackinac.org/9313

Michigan Capitol Confidential

may / june 2009 | 12

A sampling of proposed
state laws, as described on
MichiganVotes.org
To comment on these bills, please see www.mackinac.org/10529

Senate Bill 215

House Bill 4260

Senate Bill 375

Introduced by state Sen. Valde Garcia,
R-Howell

Introduced by state Rep. George
Cushingberry, D-Detroit

Introduced by state Sen. Ron Jelinek,
R-Three Oaks

Expand duties and rename state government
Commission on Spanish-Speaking Affairs
The bill proposes to change the name of the
state government Commission on SpanishSpeaking Affairs to the “Hispanic/Latino
Commission,” and require this commission
to “coordinate a Hispanic Heritage Month
celebration,” a Cinco de Mayo celebration,
and a Cesar Chavez day celebration in
addition to its current duties. These include
securing “appropriate recognition of Spanishspeaking accomplishments,” advising the
governor and legislature on the “coordination
of state programs serving Spanish-speaking
people” and on “the nature, magnitude,
and priorities of the problems of Spanishspeaking people,” etc.

Senate Bill 357

Regulate flag pole construction

Introduced by state Sen. Gilda Jacobs,
D-Huntington Woods
The bill proposes to extend state regulations
on public playground equipment to include
flagpoles, and require public flagpoles to
be made of aluminum or a material that
is considered by the industry to be high
strength and lightweight material. The bill
is introduced following the recent death of
a child when a flag pole fell on her in a wind
storm.

Spend $300,000 to open government
“trade office” in Arabia

Authorize remonumentation of
Michigan-Indiana state line

The bill proposes to authorize spending
$300,000 to open a Michigan “African and
Mideast Trade Office” in Qatar or the United
Arab Emirates.

The bill proposes to appropriate up to
$500,000 to pay for the remonumentation of
the Michigan-Indiana state line proposed by
Senate Bill 374.

House Bill 4802

Senate Bill 470

Introduced by state Rep. Eileen Kowall,
R-White Lake

Introduced by state Sen. Alan Sanborn,
R-Richmond

Increase dog licensing & regulation penalties
The bill proposes to increase the penalties for
the state “dog law” that mandates licensing
for dogs and imposes other dog regulations.
Under the bill violations would be a
misdemeanor subject to up to 90 days in jail
and a $500 fine. The bill would also increase
the penalty for false claims under the law that
authorizes reimbursement for livestock killed
by a dog.

Senate Bill 85

Ban certain “novelty lighters”

Introduced by state Sen. Gretchen
Whitmer, D-East Lansing
The bill proposes to give the state fire marshal
the authority and discretion to ban particular
“novelty lighters,” that have “the appearance
of a toy, collectible, or other object not
generally used as an ignition device.”

Mandate beer keg buyer’s tags

The bill proposes to require retailers to attach
an identification tag signed by the buyer to
kegs of beer when they are sold, and not
return the keg deposit unless the tag is still
on the keg, subject to a $250 fine for failing
to do either. A non-retailer possessing a keg
without the tag would be subject to a $500
fine and 93 days in jail.

Senate Bill 315

Encourage certain school
labor union lessons

Introduced by state Sen. John Gleason,
D-Flushing
The bill proposes to encourage public middle
and high schools to focus the content of
any instruction about U.S. labor history on
the establishment of the AFL, CIO, UAW
and others; the 1936 “Flint Sitdown Strike”;
Walter Reuther; the (presumably negative)
effects of NAFTA; and more. +

